
Monday, April 16, 2007


Today, I tutored a girl on the definition of the slope.  We were able to incorporate technology into the lesson by having the students graph the lines on a calculator.  I got a better idea of the importance of technology even in tutoring sessions.  We activated prior knowledge by having the students look at different graphs of lines.  We asked them to compare the different lines and tell us the difference among the 3 lines.  They were supposed to notice that the steepness was different, which is what we wanted them to understand about the slope.  


The students were engaged actively because they were doing all the work with us just observing and guided them.  I think the lesson plan was very engaging.  I didn’t have to modify it, but we only got through half of it, which was okay because the student seemed to have the idea and understand what we were doing.  She asked a question if she didn’t understand how to do it.

Wednesday, April 18, 2007


Today I tutored Larry, a student who I have helped many times.  He seems very eager to learn, and he asks questions when he is confused, unlike some other students who just guess even when they know that they are unsure of how to even approach the problem.  


The lesson dealt with the equation of a line.  The students were to learn what each part of the equation was representing.  They had to fill out a graphic organizer on their own, while we guided them and answered their questions.  We barely got to the developmental activity, but the anticipatory set was enough for Larry to understand all the concepts.  He was very actively engaged and asked me questions when he knew he didn’t know the answer.  I wouldn’t have changed the lesson plan at all, but it had to be modified for us because we spent most of the time on the anticipatory set.  I taught short mini lessons as he was filling out the graphic organizer.  I had to stop to show him that m was representing the slope and had to remind him what exactly the slope was.  He was very unclear on y-intercept so we also had to go over this.


I learned a lot from today’s tutoring session because I had to go back and teach short mini lessons.  I made up my own examples to teach him these concepts, which is something I’ve rarely had to do.
