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Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Math A review session went fairly well.  Two of our students showed earlier than usual on Tuesday, so we were happier to start on time.  Unfortunately, there were confusions with lessons this week and the lesson for Tuesday was already taught, so we had to come up with one on a whim.   

In Tuesday’s lesson, we taught equations of a line.  We drew several grids and lines and asked the students to come up with the equations for the lines.  They told us that the equation of a line is y=mx + b, so they were pretty familiar with this concept.  We asked what each part of the equation stood for and the two of them answered correctly.  When it came to finding the equations of certain lines on the graphs, they had a little more trouble.  Brian went over the concept of slopes being zero and undefined and the students seemed to understand.  I wish we made this a little clearer just because I can see them mixing the two up.  The one thing that they could not remember was how to find the slope of a line given a few points (the one girl came close to coming up with the formula).  Adam and Brian went over a couple of those problems and I took care of the students who came in late.  At the end of the session, we just ended up reviewing; asking the students if they had any particular problems that they wanted us to go over and whatnot.  We finished up with problems that dealt with factoring.

Thursday’s lesson went pretty well.  For some reason, I thought the students would have troubles with permutations but they seemed to grasp the concept.  We had one girl for a little while until a few more showed up.  It seemed that everybody understood the material, which is great!  Brian and Adam worked with a couple of girls and I took care of the latecomers.  I was not able to get through all of the questions with the latecomers, but I know that Brian and Adam got through the entire lesson with their girls.  I wish we had the time to go over more permutation problems because I am not quiet sure all of the students understood how to use the formula.  I also wish we could have showed them how to input it in the calculator.  For the most part, I think the students did a good job with the lesson.  I have noticed that in the past few weeks we have gotten through most of the lessons, where in the beginning of the year we hardly finished the anticipatory set.  I think the students are making good progress and I hope that these concepts and lessons are helping them!
