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Today, Tuesday April 17th the lesson was the first we did using technology.  The students needed to use the graphing calculators to enter data into lists and then graph scatter plots and find the equations of those plots.  Things were a little rough to start because one of our group members was not prepared to teach the lesson.  It also makes it hard when all the students don’t come in at the same time they are scattered so each student is at a different stage of the lesson so you are constantly trying to jump around from student to student.  I worked with two students today and both were unsure why we didn’t want to use the NC in the data.  I think they understood that it isn’t the same as the EC after I explained but at first they were both trying to say the highest value.  The easy part was entering the data into the calculator and they both were able to without many complications do the scatter plot.  It took some prompting to get them to change the window to see a clearer picture.  Unfortunately, this is where we ran out of time but I was happy with the progress we made because I think that it is very difficult to find the right window and understand why you are choosing it (at least I had that difficulty in high school).

Today, Thursday April 19th’s lesson went really well.  I worked with three students and each student was able to fly through the anticipatory set.  I think this was the first time that when I asked if they knew something they said yes and really did.   So I immediately got them working on the developmental activity which was using pennies to represent points on a graph.  It was a really good idea because the students were able to physically move the point and see exactly what it was doing.  Unfortunately, like always time was a factor and we only got through the translation section of the activity but it was very useful.  There is this one student who you can tell never really wants to be there and it is so discouraging to see her just sit there and not really attempt to participate.  Today, however, was different I was so excited cause she actually called me over and said “is this right” not just once but twice.  This is a complete first usually you are struggling just to get some kind of answer out of her.  This activity was also really nice because the students were able to work more on their own than they ever have before.  I was able to leave one working and go help another and the student kept working.  I was very pleased with today’s work.
