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Tuesday, April 17, 2007 we did a lesson on the calculator.  It was a good lesson, but time restraints made it difficult for the students. The students received a phone bill, and they were to interpret it, and put it in their calculators and make a scatter

plot out of it. In this lesson, students were to learn how to write an equation of a linear function with a given a set of data. They were suppose to interpret the meaning of the slope and y-intercept and then use the equation to find other values of x and y. Unfortunately, the students really only had time to look at the phone bill, and interpret what NC and EC was, then put the two lists in the calculator. Then, unfortunately the bell rang, and it was time for the students to go. It would have been a good lesson but I felt like the students don't really want to learn at this time in the morning. I noticed that some of my students came in with their heads down and they did not care if they even had a calculator which I felt disappointed, but what can you do? I tried getting them more involved by asking them more questions rather than having them work on their own and guide them, but it didn't seem to work the way I wanted it to. I would have liked to make the students be more involved with the lesson even if it was only 10 minutes long. 


Something which I did like about what I did was the students did not know why NC and EC did not go together. I interpreted it like a roaming call. I asked if the rates for a roaming call would be the same as a local call. They all agreed no, which was the correct answer. So I told them to interpret the NC as a roaming call instead of a local call. That made things clearer for the students. I would not modify this lesson for the students only because we did not get far enough to see if the developmental activity would work or not. The anticipatory set seemed to go well though. The only thing that I would change would

be for the class to be longer in the morning, but we cant control that. 

Thursday April 19, 2007


Today, we did a lesson on translation, rotation, and reflection. This lesson plan was the one that I wrote so of course it is perfect. Kidding. Anyways, there was a LOT that I would have changed with this lesson plan. The first thing that I would change would have been that I would not use pennies. I found that the students did not understand what the pennies represented. Even though I thought that I made it clear to the students that they represent a point, they still did not comprehend. So, I think next time I will use some kind of black dots, maybe those fuzzy things that come in a package of like 100 that they use for fabric. Or I would do something that would represent a dot better than the penny. Other than that, I think I would change up the lesson plan by splitting it up into 2-3 days. Instead of showing the students all three at the same time, I would change it to be 2 days; the first day would be rotation for the first half of the period, then reflection for the next half. Then the second day I would do dilation and translation and if a third day was needed, I would incorporate all three the last day. I truly don't believe that the students will need three days to do this lesson plan, but they may, depending on how well they understand. Possibly, if a third day was kind of needed, and the teacher did not want to use a whole period but you wanted to review it more, I would change it into 2 days and just have a review at the end of the week which included this and also everything else that the students did during the week.


I think that the lesson plan looked well on the paper, but if I made those changes then I feel the students would have better understood the activity. Sometimes, the lesson plan looks good on paper and you don't see any problems, but it’s different when you are actually sitting down with the student teaching it to them. In this case, I feel the lesson plan wasn’t a bad one, it just could have been better. Also, time was an issue in this week’s lesson plan. Students came in 10 minutes before the bell rang, therefore I did not get as far as I would have liked, but that's okay because there was a great handout for them to look at for when they do these transformations in the coordinate plane in class. So, I’m happy that I had that for the students to keep and refer to in the future.
