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April 17, 2007


Today, like any other day at Lafayette, was quiet.  The students did not arrive until 8:20.  The lesson planed for today was “Linear Equations”.  I covered the Anticipatory Set, which had the students interpret data from a phone bill, and barely began the Developmental Activity, which had the students find the equation of the regression line of those data points.  The student that I worked with had no idea what she was expected to do. The terminology, slope ,y-intercept, and point slope formula drew a blank stare.   

What I am finding most difficult to address, is the inconsistency of the students knowledge.  Content that I know for certain was presented to these students (in our sessions), can not be recalled. When they are reminded that we went over it two days ago, they claim they have never seen it before.  I thought maybe that was something they just said to hide the fact that they did not remember, but the blank looks on their faces convince me otherwise. 

April 19,2007


The topic of the lesson for today was reflection, translation, and rotation.  The lesson reviewed the definitions of these terms, and the students wee asked to give an example of each from their everyday lives. They were then given pennies and a giant graph paper, where they used the pennies as coordinates in the graph.  They were instructed to place the pennies at specific coordinates on the graph, and were then asked to perform specific translations, rotations, and reflections of those points and determine the new coordinate. The students really seemed to be engaged in this activity.  I feel that they had more control over what they were learning and the pace at which they learned.  They asked more questions, and when they did not understand an instruction or a specific task, they asked for an example, and then tried it for themselves to reinforce the understanding.  It was a productive lesson.
