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Today at Lafayette we worked with students on trying to break down the parts of a linear equation and seeing what they represent.  The lesson went fairly well it was slow going at first but they started to pick up on the idea quickly.  A few of the students were already aware of what I was trying to teach but there was one girl in particular who was trying to understand and I felt that she did as we closed the lesson.  My focus with the lesson was to have the students answer all the questions and answer the same questions just reworded.  I remember hearing that the key to retention is repetition.  The more a student hears a particular phrase or concept that more likely they are to retain it in their long term memory.  


There were a few things about teaching slope that is difficult and one is the idea that slope is a rate of change.  I didn’t get the chance to describe slope as the rise over the run which would have probably made it easier to discuss it as a rate of change.  Without using the idea of rise over run either it was difficult to describe why the slope of a horizontal line is zero and a vertical line is undefined.  I feel like if I had touched on that one idea a little sooner I would have been at a better point to close the lesson and bring it all together. 

