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On Tuesday, I worked with one student for about five to ten minutes on a problem that used the minutes from a calling card and the cost of the phone call.  The student picked up the material quickly and we were able to get to the part with the graphing calculator that had her using a stat plot to view the data, as well as performing a linear regression.  I was impressed with how well she was able to answer questions and I thought her work ethic was very high, since she wrote down in the margins of her handout the steps we were using to solve the problem on the graphing calculator.  In hindsight, one thing I would have changed about the lesson would be to have the instructions for the students to use and/or fill in as we were going through the steps with the graphing calculator so they would be able to look at it and use it again outside of our tutoring sessions.

On Thursday, I worked with another student for about five to ten minutes on a lesson exploring different types of transformations.  As part of the anticipatory set, the student was able to identify reflections and rotations and give examples of each (I thought her idea of a wheel for rotation was great!) but seemed a little stumped when it came to translations, since that did not have as much of a clue in its name that was relatable to the real world.  I used a sheet of paper from the lesson to show that translating is just moving up and down or from right to left (simultaneously moving the paper as I said that), and I saw that the explanation was effective since she was able to answer the questions with translations quickly and correctly.  She was really getting into the lesson when the bell rang, so the only thing I would change would be to have had more time with her on this lesson.

