Doug DeCook

Journal 9

Mon:  Today’s lesson was on linear functions and incorporated some exploration and some technology use.  Today’s lesson was a tough one due to the fact that the student’s arriving at different times and myself being the only teacher.  This caused a problem because I was about a quarter of the way into the lesson when another student arrived and then 5 minutes later another student showed up.  So this sort of messed up the flow of my lesson and I began to feel more rushed.  I found myself giving more hints then the posing a question to a question approach.  Also I wish that I had gone over this lesson a little more thoroughly.  This would have allowed me to review some of the operations that we were going to be executing on the calculator.  It didn’t take me long to figure out but I know it could have been worse.  Over all when I had time to work with the students and be able to help them through some of the steps, the students seemed to catch on.  Many of the student’s are just looking for some positive reinforcement when they are working.

Wed:  Today’s lesson seemed to act as a review for the students it was on equations of a line.  Students easily recognized the formula for a line and the components that make up the equations.  They were able to pick out which part was the slop and what part was the y-axis.  The student’s had a hard time looking at a graph and giving a solid explanation whether the graph was positive function or a negative one.  I explained to the students how we can determine this by using our formula for slope.  I showed them that we could easily use the Rise over Run method or using a pair of coordinates.  I then had the students actually come to the board and explain which method they would like to use and execute a problem on the board.  This allowed the students to become familiar with one

of the techniques for finding slope but also in determining whether a line is positive or negative.  Today I let the kids work through the hand out but in groups.  I tried to pair up my best two students with my two weaker students so that they could get help from each other which allowed myself time to work with each group individually on certain problems.

