Adam Hamilton

MED300

Journal Week 9


- After a week off at Lafayette, today was back to the grind.  Unfortunately someone on Monday already did our lesson plan so today was spent reviewing what they had learned yesterday and actually talking to the students to see what they wanted to review most in the last 2 weeks.  Most of the time you usually will get I don't know or I don't remember as a response, but the girls actually wanted us to help them with Part II problems from the Math A Exam with at least one of them being a histogram problem.  They actually opened up and let us know where they were having difficulty on the exam.  


- This helped Michele and I greatly since our groups are the last groups to write lesson plans so this gives us a multitude of ideas to use in the last weeks that we have.  I'm actually hoping to convince my group to spend our last week on exam review and possibly lessons geared towards strategies towards solving specific problems on the Math A Exam.  If anything we'll be able to give these students some valuable information in the last few sessions.  I'm actually happy today went the way it did because now we know what to be focusing on in the future.  I've talked about doing something like this in the past journals but now I have confirmation that this is the way to go since the students want to see something along these lines.  Also if we can make it fun and interesting for them we can end our experience at Lafayette on a happy note.


- Today was pretty slow at Lafayette for the most part.  No one really showed up until about the last 15 minutes or so.  However, Brian's quick lesson for the day actually fit pretty well.  Most of the students had already seen the concepts of permutations so they picked it up pretty quickly.  This allowed us to get right to the sample exam problems and work with the students on solving them.  They were able to apply what they already knew and picked up to get the solutions rather quickly.  After that we were also able to show them how to write solutions in the standard permutation form nPr and also I got to show a few of them how to use the calculator to do the work for you using the same function.  


Since we were able to run through the lesson in a short amount of time, Brian actually brought up a good point.  He asked one of the girls about her math class and what they were doing.  This led to giving her some tips and hints about her homework and the material in general.  I think that if we are able to finish our lessons and convey the main concepts, then if there is some time left over we can help the students with any homework questions they may have since we are there to help and any good use of time is worthwhile.  The lesson, even though it was short, was definitely informative and managed to get the point across rather quickly.  All year I've been griping about time constraints and every so often there is a lesson that manages to fit in the short time frame and be successful.  These are the lessons that I enjoy teaching.

