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Reflection for Week 5


This week we only taught one lesson, which was order of operations.  The two students we had were very smart, but it was surprising to see how some problems gave them difficulty.  I noticed that the first thing both students did when we handed them the worksheet was reach for their calculator.  Now one calculator was an old 83 and the other was a brand new 84.  The one student with the 83 plugged the numbers in the same way as the other student but she had gotten a number with a decimal. Luckily for us teachers this was a perfect teaching moment. Since I was unsure of what type of calculator they would have at the Math A Exam, I told the student that this calculator doesn’t know the order of operation or “PEMDAS,” therefore you must instruct the calculator on what to compute first by using parenthesis.  I think this was a great way to reinforce why following the order of operations is so important. 


The other student who had the brand new, shiny 84 was cruising through the worksheet.  The only problem was he didn’t need to decipher for his calculator what to compute first, so I decided it was time to challenge him.  I asked him to do the last problem, the most difficult one, but I wanted him to do it without his calculator.  Unfortunately he got it wrong and was confused.  When I went through the steps with him on the chalkboard he easily understood and got the problem right.  For this lesson the calculator was not only our friend and reinforced our objective, but then it was a false indicator of showing the student’s understanding. 

