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Today, at Lafayette High School we worked on order of operations. One of the first things we did was write PEMDAS on the board for the students and then we asked them to tell us what it stands for. There were 2 boys again in our group and the one boy knew right away that it stood for “Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally” and he could name what letters represent each order of operation. The other student continues to struggle with the simple things. He kind of guessed “Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally” but he struggled when it came to naming the operations. 

After reviewing PEMDAS we presented the students with a few problems involving order of operations. Jay worked with the one student who seemed to be moving pretty quickly through the material. While, Michelle and I struggled to explain what exponents were to the other student. For some reason he has a really hard time grasping simple content. He seems very confused and always questions where to write his numbers down on the handouts. 

Date: Wednesday, March 7th, 2007


Today, we worked on solving for an unknown variable with equations involving variables on both sides. For the most of the period we just observed the other groups teach while we waited for our students to arrive. With about ten minutes left both of our students that have been coming regularly showed up plus one other, which allowed each of us to work one-on-one with the three students. 

With the limited time that we had I worked with the one young man on solving for the unknown variable x when there is an x on both sides of the equation. For the most part he seemed to follow along with what I was teaching him. I spent time with him showing him how to write down each part that we discussed so it was neatly organized and easy to follow and understand. At first he struggled when I presented him with the problems. He didn’t really know where to begin until I asked him “what do you think we are going to do if we want to find out what ‘x’ is equal to?” He knew to bring x on the same side of the equation but he struggled when actually attempting to do it. I found it was helpful to ask him what the opposite operation is of adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing. This helped him to move the variables in the equation and set up to solve for x. 


We only had time to go through two problems, but after completing the first example it was easily noticeable that he could figure out how to do the next one. I think with a lot of these students they know the material or remember being taught it but when it is placed right in front of them they are not sure where to start, then after a few directions or examples then they will attempt to do the problem. I think a lot of them lack confidence in their answers and they are afraid to get it wrong. Hopefully our remaining time at Lafayette will help them to build their confidence and prepare them for their upcoming exam.
