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Thursday’s Math A review session went fairly well.  I was hoping to go over more examples, but it seemed that we ran out of time.  


In Thursday’s lesson, we taught the Order of Operations.  When we wrote the anticipatory set on the whiteboard, it took a little bit for students to figure out which step they needed to perform first.  We tried not to jump write in and tell them, so we asked if they remembered something called “Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally” or “PEMDAS”.  All but one of the students remembered the acronyms.  For one of the students, we had to write “PEMDAS” on the board and what each letter stood for in order for her to finish the problem.  

After we went over the anticipatory question, we wrote some more examples on the board and had the students come up to solve them.  They did a pretty good job with these.  We also tried to make the problems a little more difficult and had the students evaluate with given values for certain variables.  The students got a little confused when they seen variables in the problems, so we had to reiterate the fact that the variables stood for certain values.  After they plugged in the values for x and y, they figured out the problem quickly.  


It seems that many of the students cannot do easy multiplication or division of numbers without a calculator.  I know that one will be provided on the exam, but this is simple arithmetic.  I just can not comprehend why they do not know these basics?!  

I wish we could have gone over more problems, especially the Regents review worksheet I had available.  I guess I anticipated the students getting through the material quicker than what they did.  Even though we gave the students the Regents review worksheet as they left, I do not know if they will actually attempt the problems.  I hope they do; they need the practice!  
