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Journal 5

No classes on Tuesday March 6th

Today, Thursday March 8th, our lesson was on factoring equations.  The student I started working with is new to the class and actually came at a relatively decent time so I was excited to have the time (well as much time as possible).  It started out somewhat okay after a few questions to get him thinking in the right direction with the anticipatory set (the zero product property).  I then gave him the work sheets and asked him if the first question looked familiar, and he said no.  I almost didn’t know what to do right then and there.  So I asked him a few more questions trying to prompt him because I felt sure that he knew what this was but just needed some reminding.  So we worked through the first equation step by step and I could tell it wasn’t going well.  At that point Neil tried to jump in with a suggestion that (x+4)((x-1) is the same as x(x-1) + 4(x-1).  He was able to distribute through which I showed him was a way to check to make sure you factored the right way.  I knew at this point that we couldn’t move on to a more difficult problem so I made up a similar equation.  This one didn’t go well either.  He was able to factor it, with a lot of prompting, but I know that he didn’t understand and I was stuck.  I just didn’t know how to help him.  The student that I worked with a few weeks back that did well showed up about 4 minutes before time was up which I was very disappointed with because I am eager to work with him and learn what he knows.  He was able to do the anticipatory set but that was it, so hopefully he will come earlier next time. 
