LaurieK_5.doc

March 6, 2007


No School
Mar 8, 2007


  Today’s Lesson:  The zero product property, and solving equations by factoring binomials and trinomials.  I did not have a student until 8:30, so it was impossible to get through much more than the anticipatory set.  La Von understood that in order for a product of two numbers to be zero, at least one of the numbers had to be zero.  I explained that this was called the zero product property.  The first question on the worksheet asked the student to solve the equation by factoring.  Here is where things got more difficult.  La Von did not understand how to factor a polynomial.  When I tried to explain it to her I confused her more.  She did not understand why x2 + 3x -4 =0 factored into (x – 1) (x + 4).  I tried explaining that when factoring this particular polynomial, she should  try to find two numbers when added together would equal 3 and when multiplied together would equal -4, so that when she used the FOIL method to multiply her factors together she would end up with the original polynomial and could be sure her factoring was correct. This was not the explanation she needed to hear. She didn’t even understand why we would want to factor the equation.  Overall, I feel that I was not adequately prepared to answer the students’ questions, and I assumed that the student would have a better understanding of factoring.  I will now be more aware of potential obstacles in teaching.
