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Journal – Week 5, 3/8/07 (Tues – Snow Day)


Thursday was the only day I was with the students this week because of the snow day on Tuesday, and I was excited at the opportunity to finally be able to teach the lesson I had been modifying for the past few weeks.  I worked with two students who had come in for the first time, and felt that they were actively engaged the entire time, which was good, but I would have liked to have been much clearer in my delivery and selection of topics to cover.  When I was planning the lesson, solving equations by factoring seemed to be a good lesson to go after Wednesday’s plan, which was solving equations with variables on both sides of the equation.  In hindsight, I would have chosen a narrower topic for the students to delve into, such as factoring and foiling rather than trying to cover factoring, zero product property, the importance of the check, and solving equations all at once.  Although I believed my lesson plan would have been able to cover a higher range of abilities, since I selected different levels of problems to use with it, I neglected to inform the other tutors what to do for the lower range of abilities and unfortunately, I was not the only one to struggle with the teaching of factoring.  In the future, I will select topics more carefully and try to focus on each part of the questions I am asking to ensure there are not too many jumps and information can be given to the students (or discovered by them) in a more logical fashion so that they can definitely get something positive out of the experience. 
