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Because of the snow day we were only able to work at Lafayette one day this week.  The day we were there we taught a lesson about order of operations.  There were three people in my group and we started the lesson with one student and another came in shortly after.  Both students arrived relatively early and we were able to get through a good portion of the lesson with both students.  We finished everything but the assessment portion of the lesson, which was made up of questions from Math A exams.  We did, however, give the students these problems to finish on their own time and told them we could check their answers and respond to any questions next Tuesday. 

Overall, I think that the lesson today went very well in terms of the students understanding the material and our ability to communicate effectively with them.  I think that the students were very engaged with the material and, had the students both showed up at the same time, the lesson would have allowed the students to be even more engaged through group work and answering problems at the board.  When working with the students one thing we definitely tried to make sure was that the students were proficient evaluating the problems using both their calculators and using pencil and paper.  For the most part, I felt like the students were successful in both of these areas.   


One of the reasons I think today went well was we gave the students a good deal of space to let them work with the content, and assisted them only when necessary.  In the past, I think the students have felt somewhat overwhelm given there are three of us (MED300 students) and sometimes as few as one of them.  Today’s lesson on the other hand, while there were still more MED300 students than Lafayette students, I feel was less overwhelming for the students. 

I am not sure exactly why it was better today, but maybe it is because we are getting more comfortable and more relaxed.  In other lessons I have been too aggressive in trying to help the students anytime they struggle with something instead of giving them time to think.  Another reason I felt things went better today was that instead of all of us trying to talk to the students at one time, we gave each other more space and therefore gave the students more room.  For other lessons this has been something I have been less successful at and as I gain more experience I feel I am improving in this regard.  

