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So what happened this week at Lafayette High School?  Monday was a lesson on the order of operations.  The students came in and took their seats in front of the white board on which I had written the acronym, PEMDAS.  Underneath the acronym I wrote “Please Excuse My Dear Aunt Sally” so that students could have a second way to memorize the order of operations.  Then written vertically below the phrase were the six words represented by PEMDAS.  Since learning tends to occur sometimes just by presence of material I was hoping students would see this three times on the board three different ways and commit at least one of the three to memory and remember PEMDAS.  It also made it easier on students to look at the board when they forgot the order.  Students really had no difficulties with this assignment.  The real problem was that students did not remember how to add fractions or that there are multiple ways to represent fractions.  There is too, the problem that many of those students do not know their multiplication tables and it is obvious.  So I kept passing my calculator to the students when I saw finger counting, tallying or long handed work on their papers.  This helped to focus on the operations and representation rather than tedious calculations.  But once again students show up late and I was unable to get as far as I would like.  Expecting this though I chose a few problems that would be representative of the whole activity and had the students do those to get a feel for everything that was being shown on the paper so I was prepared not to finish the lesson.


Wednesday, so far, has been the best day I have had with the students yet.  I had one student who was in with about a half hour to work with and that was exciting. As the others came in they quickly caught up on what was going on.   Wednesday’s lesson was on equations with variables on both sides of the equation. Wednesday was particularly fun because I got to work on my question asking skills.  So instead of the regular questions that we avoid I was targeting specific students and getting answers; I was checking papers as they worked on problems and made suggestions and gave them the calculator when needed.  I was using a lot of analogies of adding positive and negative numbers to look at it like owing someone money and paying them back and I feel students were easily correcting their adding  / subtracting errors when looking at it like that.  Renee and I practiced vocabulary reinforcement trying to accustomed students to the word variable and showing that X, N, A or anything can be variables because I think students get so accustomed to X as the main variable that other confuse them so by interchanging them for each problem it’s comforting.  I would have liked another 15 minutes though to show the applications of equations with variables on both sides as it can be used for transportation problems or similar polygons and such.  All in all not too bad a week and a lot of good improvement I think.

