Doug DeCook

Journal 5

Monday 5th

Today’s lesson was on scientific notation.  This served as a learning time for the students because when the question “ What do you know about scientific notation?” students looked back with a glare and some said they had never heard of it.  So instead of this being a review and working on their weak points we had to teach them the rules of scientific notation.  We were able to cover conversion of very large numbers and very small numbers into scientific notation.  For some reason my one students could grasp the concept when converting a number you need a number greater than or equal to 1, but less than 10, and multiplied by a power of 10.  When I asked some of the kids to move the decimal point to a spot on the number that would satisfy this rule they had trouble doing this.  This seems like and easy task but we had to clear this up.  I think sometimes the kids had problems recognizing that decimal number
is also included in numbers between 1 and 10.

Wed 7

Today lesson was on solution sets of a line.  This was a great activity but our students showed up with 15 min left in our time so there wasn’t much time to go over the lesson.  We did get through the anticipatory set and I was surprised that one student was able to point out the slope and the y-intercept right away on the given equation.  But, the other girl wasn’t grasping the concepts as quickly so we had to take some more time with her.  So we had the one student move on and monitored her work and gave some extra review and help to the other student.  I think this was important to see that some students know different material better than others and some will need extra attention.

