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The fact that we had a “snow day” on Tuesday and I was not able to participate fully due to my health on Thursday, I won’t be able to provide as detailed of a journal as I would like to.  


On Thursday, the lesson that we presented was on the order of operations.  We had our usual group of students.  I am beginning to notice that the one girl that we always have could use some vocabulary lessons in mathematics.  Perhaps a vocabulary or comprehension teaching strategy like what we are learning in EDU 417.  It is more difficult to teach the order of operations when someone doesn’t know what an exponent is.  The other students that we had already knew how to do all of the problems on the worksheet.  The only error that was common was sometimes students would mess up signs.  I’m willing to bet that this error is also common on the Math A exam.  I wonder if the Board of Regents purposely puts an option in the multiple choice that considers the solution if the student was to mess up signs.  


Another lesson that I was able to branch off of this was a review on adding fractions.  Some fractions were present in the worksheet problems.  Students immediately wanted to use the calculator to divide these numbers.  I helped them find the common denominator and had them add the fractions instead.

Again, I could have done more with this lesson, but my voice was not there.  I probably would have been more upbeat.  Students don’t want to listen to a teacher that is monotone and makes it boring.  Once I begin teaching I will have to do everything I can to remain healthy for the benefit of both me and my students.
