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Monday at Lafayette we taught lessons on complimentary and supplementary angles.  The students really had no trouble with this concept at all they moved through the entire worksheet in about 15 minutes.  This was nice because it actually gave us a chance to work on the more complicated problems that students never usually get to because they were late.  However I’m having difficulty with one student in particular.  She is a sweet student and fine tempered but she seems to have no motivation to want to learn the math.  I asked her a few questions Monday about adding simple angles.  For example I asked her if I were at 43 and needed to get to 50 how many more do I need.  Unfortunately she couldn’t answer the question.  

That scares me.  I really am not sure what to do because I don’t feel like I’m teaching her a lot of times I feel like I’m guiding her and she just writes what I say.  I ask her questions to guide her to the answer and she just rambles off quick answers that are wrong before she even has time to think.  This is frustrating because I don’t want to tell her any answers I want her to be able to come to her own conclusion based on the questions I ask; she isn’t going to learn anything if I stand behind her telling her what to write.  I handed her a calculator and told her to slow down on the problems and that it is not a race and she has all the time to work.  When I walked away to help another student and came back to her after a few minutes she hadn’t advanced anywhere and she was just staring at her paper.  I turned my calculator on the next day for my class and saw what she was inputting still on the screen.  She essentially started with an angle and added multiples of 10 until she got close.


I’m just at a loss as of what to do with her.  She needs so much guidance on each question and it is very difficult to give that to her without ignoring the other students.  I’m not sure if it’s the activities that we do might not be suited well for her.  I just wonder how student have gotten so far in high school and still have such a limited grasp on the most basic math concepts.  

