MED 308W








JoAnna Nangle

Journal – Week 8, 3/27/07 and 3/29/07 


On Tuesday, I worked with one student for about only about ten minutes, but in that short time we were able to get through many of the main ideas in the lesson on angles that are formed when two parallel lines are cut by a transversal.  I thought the anticipatory set where the students just had to verbally describe the different pairs of angles they thought were congruent was very helpful when we then went on to name those pairs of angles and fill in the related worksheet that talked about them in further detail.  The way the lesson was set up allowed both the student and the instructor to succeed, since it was easy for me to reference the student’s prior knowledge that she showed in the anticipatory set as we were going through the worksheet, and this allowed her to understand why they would call it alternate “interior” and “exterior” angles, since those were “inside” and “outside” the parallel lines, respectively.   Although I was also happy we were able to get through two Math A problems on this subject in addition to filling out the worksheet, I would have changed the amount of time we would have spent on one particular problem that also brought in knowledge about solving equations since I believe it would have been beneficial for the student to have more time to work on it instead of having to wrap up the lesson and not get to finish it.

Today I was excited at the opportunity to teach my discovery lesson on the Triangle Inequality Theorem, since I thought it would be meaningful for the students to physically see how two sides of a triangle must add up to be greater than the third, or else it will not form a triangle.  Although it turned out to be unfortunate the students did not come in as early as I had hoped, I was still able to get through making the different triangles (or non-triangles) with two students and used questioning to guide the observations they made, such as “2, 5, 7 doesn’t make a triangle, but 2, 5, 4 would” into realizing it was a property that held for all triangles.  We were then able to also get through one Math A question, but if I had to do it over again, I would have set aside more time to do more than one problem so I could really see how deeply they understood the concept.
