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Journal:  3/27 and 3/29

Overall, I would say that this week’s lessons went very well.  On Tuesday, 3/27, we taught a lesson on solving inequalities.  I think that this was definitely something that the students needed to address.  The students that I worked with had trouble relating inequalities to real world situations.  For example, the lesson included a problem where the students, given a certain amount of ribbon and the length, had to determine how wide a banner could be.  It was difficult, at least for the students that I worked with, for them to understand that the width could be a certain value or less.  Also, they had difficulties trying to solve inequalities in general.  They understood how to solve the equation if you replaced the less than or equal sign with an equal sign but could not see the connection.  
I think that the lesson was somewhat engaging for the students but could have been improved by incorporating a more hands on activity or some examples of inequalities that could be seen in the students’ own experience.  Overall, I thought that the lesson would have been better if it had first explained the concept of inequalities before moving on to solving inequalities.  Of course, I have the luxury of hindsight and the author of the lesson probably assumed they would have this prior knowledge of inequalities.  If they had, I think the lesson would have gone much more smoothly.  

  On Thursday, 3/29, I taught a lesson about word problems.  The lesson discussed how to rewrite word problems as algebraic expressions and equations, and also reviewed the RQWQCQ method for solving word problems.  I had four students that came in at different times and I was the only member of my teaching group that was present.  I did not get through the entire lesson because the students came in late, but I think the students understood what I taught and I would say the lesson went well.  

Because I was the only MED 300 student, I had to hustle a little to try to attend to all of the students.  While it was more difficult, I enjoyed teaching the lesson by myself.  It felt more like what it would be like to actually teach the lesson to a class.  The thing that made it most difficult was that the students came in at different times.  This meant I had to keep starting the lesson over and I was teaching it at four different parts.  I ended up trying to get the students caught up to a point where they could work in pairs.  Because I couldn’t be there to answer everyone’s questions, I relied on the students to work together and help each other.  I think this help make the lesson more engaging for the students.  Also, given the circumstances, I had to make some instructional decisions based on who I thought needed more help.  
For the anticipatory set, the students had to look at an algebraic equation, 7x + 12x = 19x, and rewrite it in words.  One of my students was struggling with this and at first I could not figure out why.  He had written on his paper, “seven times plus 12 times equals 19 times”.  At first I was not sure what this meant and then I realized that the student was looking at the variable “x” and interpreting it as the sign for multiplication.  Once I was able to straighten this out for the student he had no problem with the translation.  I learned from this to be careful how I write things and not to take for granted that a student will understand something just because to me it seems easy. 

