Doug DeCook

Journal 8

Mon:  Today’s lesson was on tree diagrams.  The students were expected to use a tree diagram to create a sample space representing all of the possible outcomes.  The students seemed to understand this lesson pretty well but the only problem they had was reading the problem and understanding what the problem is asking.  To help this problem I went through an example problem with the students.  I read the question out loud and explained my thinking after every sentence.  This would give the student’s an idea of how to read the question and to pull out the necessary information needed to solve the problem.  I also went over denoting a symbol or variable for specific items in the question like boy would be represented by (B) and so on.  The one question that seemed to be the easiest for the students to understand was the question asking how many possible outcomes can a person have consisting of 5 shirts, 4 ties, and 3 jackets.  I explained to the students that we make these choices everyday when we are trying to get ready in the morning or going to an event and for some reason this clicked.  I think that the real world situations helped the student’s to make a connection with what was being asked of them.

Wed:  Today’s lesson was about Pythagorean theorem.  The students already had some prior knowledge of this topic.   The lesson started out with an anticipatory set which involved walking from house A to house B where they were connected by 3 roads (Lafayette, Richmond, banes) and they formed a right angle.  The students used what they knew about these streets and found the quickest walk from House A to House B was to walk the hypotenuse.  Then started to fill in a graphic organizer, which contained the properties used in the theorem and also how to solve the anticipatory set by using the Pythagorean theorem.  This helped the students to organize the material and also this will serve as a great study too.
