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- Today at Lafayette was pretty quiet.  Many of our usuals didn't really show up except two girls.  However, this worked out well since it was just Michelle and I so we were able to do one on one lessons with them.  The one on one experience worked rather well since we were able to provide instruction throughout the whole lesson.  Even Michele thought that this was one of the better experiences due to this.  It also was nice because inequalities can be a hard topic but the girls were able to fly through it since they had related it to solving regular equations.  This was surprising since I thought that they might have a harder time with this lesson.  Had this been in our usual group, it may have been harder but because we had the chance to constantly monitor their work and give them hints to follow, they did well.  

I feel that one on one instruction is very beneficial but at the same time, I know that it happens very rarely.  This will probably be one of the only times were it will happen.  It is nice though to have both experience in the one on one as well as group instruction since I know that in the future there will be many students who will be seeking a one on one environment to clear up any misunderstandings.  Overall I thought the lesson was well done especially since I hate inequalities and they can be hard to explain.  I think Michele did a good job at making them clear and understandable at a high school level, especially for these kids.  I also like how she constantly passes out study tips for these topics since it can be hard to explain how to approach and study these problems, and another guide is always useful.

- At Lafayette today, the students actually come earlier than expected.  In doing so we were able to work through a good deal of the problems in the lesson and at the same time they understood a great deal of the information.  I was surprised at how fast that they were able to translate between word problems and physical equations.  All of the students I encountered seemed to fly through it.  However, some of the basic ideas posed some difficulty.  At one point I had to review subtraction with negatives for one of the students.  While the major concepts might be easy for them, it seems like the little things cause more difficulty.

Overall though I thought that the lesson was well done.  After it not being used a few weeks ago due to a school cancellation, we were able to use it.  The information in that we were able to provide to the students I feel will help them translate future Math A problems into easier problems that they can do.  However, I'm worried that the students only do well or understand when we are there to help them.  I would like to give them some problems to do on their own and see how they come up with answers.  Maybe in a future lesson I'll do this to see if they truly understand the material.  The only thing that would help the lessons more is if all of the students came at the same time.  Every week we seem to run into the problem of getting so far with a few of the students and then more show up later and with less time to teach them in.  To get them caught up is hard but then again these students are usually able to catch up pretty quickly so I guess all is not lost.  Still though, it would be nice to have all 5 or 6 at the beginning so that the lesson can just go straight through without any bumps along the way.
