Michelle Burgio

Journal Week 7

Monday, March 19th, 2007


Today, there was a new student in our group, and I really enjoyed working with him.  I learned that students should never be underestimated. I’m used to tutoring the students who don’t have very much background information on the topics at hand, but today, our student understood exactly what he was being taught.  Everything seemed to be very clear, and we almost made it through the lesson is a short time.  We connected the material to his prior knowledge by asking him what he already knew before we told him what we were doing.


Jay and I worked through the problems with the student while allowing him to do all the work; we didn’t lecture.  The lesson was very well setup, and we didn’t have to make any changes.

Wednesday, March 21st, 2007


The only student that showed up in our group today was Abdul.  We used the Frisbee and measuring tape for the anticipatory set.  We hoped that this would activate his prior knowledge.  Even at the end of the lesson, Abdul still seemed unclear on exactly what area is.  He agrees with what we say or just guesses.  Even right after we told him what it was, we would ask again a few minutes later, and he still seemed unsure.  I’m not sure how to fix this. Although, on a positive note, he did a great job plugging in the radius and even though we had to walk him through the steps to find the area, he seemed to pick it up a little better than he usually does.


I really liked the lesson.  I thought the anticipatory set was great, and the practice problems were straight forward and to the point.  Abdul also seemed to gain a better understanding on using the area formula for circles.

