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Today, Tuesday March 20th we were teaching the students circumference by using M&M’s.  It was my own lesson plan so I was really excited to see how it would work.  The object of the lesson was to see that when you measure the circumference and divide by the measure of the diameter you always get pi (in our case a number fairly close to pi).  Then by using what we know that C/D = pi have the students derive the formula for circumference.  When my student came in (I have worked with him several times now) I was excited to get the activity going.  He breezed through the anticipatory set like I knew he would and we started working on the activity.  A fight broke out in the hallway and he jumped up and started running out I tried to stop him and tell him that he needed to work on this activity but I was not able to.  A couple of times he started texting right in front of me and I again tried to stop him but was unsuccessful.  I learned that you have to be firm and not let them walk all over you otherwise they won’t even try to hide that they are breaking the rules, they will do it right in front of you.  Other than that everything seemed to go smoothly he was able to fill out the chart and come up with the calculations.  Of course the bell rang while we were trying to derive the formula but I think he did at least get that there was a reason for using that formula other than that it is just given to us.


Today, Thursday March 22nd we were suppose to do a lesson on volume but we couldn’t even get past the anticipatory set which was on area.  The object of the anticipatory set was just to give them a little reminder on area and to show that the area of a two rectangles can be added up to find the area of a bigger rectangle.  Today I worked with a different student and I found that right away she really didn’t understand what she was doing.  Yes she was able to compute the area but then when I tried to ask her if she noticed any similarities between the two smaller areas and the larger area she couldn’t figure it out even after I put the two rectangles together up next to the larger one to show they were the same size.  So after struggling with the anticipatory set I realized that it would be a good idea to move onto volume so we stuck to working with area.  I made up some examples and we worked through them.  I realized that she was having difficulty computing the length or width if I gave her the area.  One of the examples was A=32 and length equals 4 what is the width and she multiplied the area and the length together.  I tried to get her to see that that wasn’t going to work by plugging her answer in and seeing that it doesn’t check.  It was hard to motivate her though because I could tell she just didn’t understand.  So I gave her another problem 3x=12 and asked her to solve for x and she could.  So I tried explaining to her that it was the same thing.  I’m not sure if I got through to her and it is so frustrating to walk away knowing that the student just doesn’t quite understand.
