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March 20, 2007


Today at Lafayette High School our group taught a lesson which had the students discover Pi.  The students measured the circumference and diameter of several circles with M& M’s and recorded their measurement data.  They then calculated Pi, by dividing each of the circles’ circumferences by their diameters.  The student that I worked with recognized almost immediately that the ratios all resulted in a number very close to Pi.  One calculation resulted in 2.9632 and she said, “Something must be wrong.” When I asked her why, she responded “This number isn’t 3 point something”.  I was really impressed with what went on today because usually the students seem to have difficulty recalling their prior math knowledge.  
March 22, 2007


Today’s lesson required the students to measure the lengths and widths of three rectangles, and calculate the area of each. (A 2 x 3, a 2 x 5, and a 2 x 8) The students then compared the areas of each rectangle and found that the combined area of the 2 x 3 and 2 x 5 was equal to the area of the 2 x 8. They also measured the diameters of several circles and calculated the area of these figures.  Three students worked together on this activity.  One measured the figures, one recorded the measurements and the other calculated the areas.  When it was time to do the calculations I observed that not one of the students were sure of the formula for the area of a circle.  The three students then questioned one another about the correct formula.  I wrote the formula down and recited an acronym that might help when trying to remember the difference between the area and circumference of a circle. They all laughed but maybe now they will remember!  
A  =   d C   =   r2
Apple pie’s delicious                                                                               Cherry pie’s are too!                      
