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This week, I was excited at the opportunity to work with the students on the concept of circles, since it is one that I have been using a lot in various geometry courses.  On Tuesday, we did a creative activity in which the students measured the diameter and circumference of a circle using M&M’s and then found the ratio when dividing diameter into circumference.  I was working with two students and was able to get them immediately engaged with having them explain to me the difference between radius and diameter using their prior knowledge about the subject.  When they were working on their measurements individually (which was nice, since they usually give answers simultaneously and this allowed them to be more independent in their work), they would ask questions about how they should estimate the measurement if it was not exact, which was a meaningful and important point for them to bring up.  After they each calculated the ratios, they found the constant to be somewhere around 3, and they both each came up with 3.142 as one of their answers, which is obviously very close to what we were looking for – pi.  The only thing I would change about the lesson would be to keep more of an eye on the time so we could have had a longer conversation as to why the ratio was pi and if it would work for all circles.

Thursday’s lesson dealt with area, volume, and the distributive property as well as shapes such as rectangles, circles, and cylinders.  We were only able to get through measuring circles and rectangles with the students, unfortunately, and I would have liked to change how the lesson was set up in terms of what the purpose actually was, what the students were expected to get out of it, and create a more user-friendly version of the material that would have been more beneficial for the students to work with.

