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On Tuesday, 3/20, we taught a lesson on quadrilaterals and their angles.  The lesson reviewed the different types of quadrilaterals and taught students how to find angles within the various quadrilaterals.  To do this, the lesson utilized the diagonals of the quadrilaterals.  This lesson had some elements that made it engaging for the students but I think it would have been more engaging if, instead of just being given the information, the students were able to discover it themselves.   

Teaching this lesson went pretty well but, unfortunately, we did not get very far.  We had two students who came in together, so we were able to teach the lesson to them at the same time.  This allowed us to actually present at the board to both students and have them work together.  I thought that teaching the lesson this way, instead of working individually with the students, allowed us to follow the lesson better.  When teaching the lesson, however, the students struggled with the anticipatory set, which had them identify some quadrilaterals and their properties.  Because of this we spent the majority of our limited time trying to teach the students about the different types of quadrilaterals and did not get very far in the lesson.  I suppose this was the best thing to do because if we had just skipped over this and continued with the lesson the students would not have learned much from the lesson.  At least this way we are able to teach the students something. 


On Thursday, 3/22, my group taught a lesson on how to determine the sum of the interior angles of regular polygons.  The lesson began by having students recall the sum of the interior angles of a triangle.  Next, through the use of cutout triangles and squares, the students were able to arrange the triangles in the square so that they could see the sum of the square’s interior angles was twice the sum of the interior angles in the triangle.  The students continued this way looking at polygons of increasing sides, breaking them up into triangles, and determining the sum of their interior angles.  The students eventually saw a pattern emerge and were able to determine a general formula to find the sum of the interior angles for a regular n-gon.  
I like this lesson and felt that having the students use the cutout triangles and square to see that the two triangles made up the square was very engaging for the students.  What I liked most, however, was the way the lesson allowed the students to discover the formula themselves by recognizing the pattern that was developing.  I think allowing the students to do this will definitely helped the students understand this formula better than if it were just given to them.  I think learning the formula this way will be something that the students will remember.  Even if they do not remember the exact formula, hopefully they will remember the method they used and be able to derive it again.  
