Doug DeCook

Journal week 7

Monday:  Today lesson was on understanding basic circles.  The students started out drawing their own circle on a piece of graph paper using a compass and then we asked them to find the center of the circle.  Some students got the hang of this very easy but some had trouble.  So to help the students who were struggling we took the two most vertical points and the two most horizontal points on the circle and counted inwards toward the center of the circle.  The students then realized that the distances between all of these points are equal.  Then we asked the students to tell us what the radii of the circle were.  Some students came up with the answer very quickly and saw that it was just the distance from the outside of the circle to the center.  Other students had a hard time with this because they have only seen the radii drawn on the x-axis or horizontally.  So I explained to them that there are actually infinitely many radii lines that are equidistant.  Many of the students then could complete the rest of the activities where they had to find a circle or draw a circle given the center and the radii.  I would like to of had more examples where the circles center wasn’t on the origin because that’s how students usually see circles and its good for them to see it a different way.

Wed:  Today’s lesson was on slope of a line.  The anticipatory set went very well when I drew a flat line, and incline, and a decline and asked them how difficult a bike ride would be on these lines the students responded with the correct answers.  But, when I asked the students to represent this steepness of flatness of the lines in mathematical term we ran into problems.  When going over the formula the students began to remember rise over run or the difference in y values/difference in x values.  We didn’t have any graph paper so we could only do one example at a time on the board which I don’t think helped the students as much as graphing the lines themselves on a piece of graph paper.  This is because many of my students aren’t visual learners but they need to physically do the problem and graph the line to see the connections.  In the end I did get them to determine the higher the slope means the steeper the line which I thought was good for them at that particular point in the short amount of time that I worked with them. 

