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- Today was a pretty good day at Lafayette.  The lesson seemed to go rather well and at one point we had something very similar to a classroom setting.  All of the girls were very active and willing to respond to the questions in Brian's lesson.  Even the first girl, Annie, was able to answer the questions and give us reasons behind them.  For not taking math in about 2 years, I'd say she is doing rather well.  Every week we seem to be extracting some more information out of her and I think that she is learning some at the same time.  I feel bad though because it seems like that she may need a complete refresher in a lot of this background material before we can teach her our lesson for the day.  However, at her current pace, I'm sure that we can get her up to speed since like I said, she tends to pick up on the material if has some familiarity to her.

- Other than that, there is nothing new to talk about.  It still stinks that we get Annie at like 8 until 8:30 and then the rest of the girls show up at about 8:30 when Annie leaves.  Then we only have about 12 minutes to teach anything relevant.  I think for our next set of lesson plans, we will take one topic and try to stretch it out to 3 or 4 days since that way we can be sure that they are getting everything that we want them to out of our lesson.  This seems like a better idea than trying to force 45 minutes worth of material on them in 15 and we will actually be able to finish a whole lesson in the allotted time.  Also for Annie it would be better since then we can spend more time with her on review of topics that she may seem unfamiliar with.

- Today has to be one of the pinnacle points of teaching at Lafayette.  This is due to the fact that we actually finished the lesson with not 1 but 2 students.  Even those that didn't finish the lesson made it near the end.  This is the first time that this has ever happened.  Not only is it surprising but exciting at the same time.  The lesson was well developed in that it relied on very little prior knowledge other than how many degrees in a triangle.  Everything that was constructed later was by the students and then they used their findings to solve problems that they may encounter on the Math A Exam.  Even Annie, who has trouble with math, was able to get through the lesson with little difficulty.  She was excited that she was succeeding and also that she found a formula on her own even though she attributed it to us.

- The only regret that I have today is that it was a little disorganized.  Usually all of our students come at the same time but everyone seemed to show up at different times.  It was hard to be working with someone for a few minutes and then someone new shows up so you have to try to integrate them into the lesson without losing pace.  However, it wasn't too bad and like I said the teaching went well and even better than anyone could've foreseen in my opinion.  If only all the experiences at Lafayette could be like this, then there would be no problems.  However, then everything would be the same and would probably get boring after a while, so it’s nice to have the bad days and then the good days overall.
