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Date: Monday, March 12th, 2007


Today, at Lafayette high school we taught my specific groups lesson on part II problems that are seen in the Math A regents exam. Since we are helping tutor these students specifically for this exam we thought it would be a great topic to teach, practice, and/or review with them. The lesson we developed is to take place over the entire weeks time and by the end we hope the students are more comfortable solving these types of word problems that they will see when they take their exam. The first part of the lesson, for day 1, involved identifying the important words that are presented in the Part II problems. The student I worked with today rarely comes in to be tutored in the morning but from the time we spent working together one-on-one I could tell he was much more advanced then the other students in my teaching group. The first thing I had him do was identify the symbols that were represented by words, the words that are seen on the exam. He did very well with that, except he struggled with quotient. He figured it out at the end when it was the last pair to be matched. Afterwards we worked on some sentences that involved these words and I helped him to put the words into an equation. For the most part he was very successful. We only had time to get through the first 5 examples, but from what we did complete I am confident that he will be able to get through an entire part II problem. 

Date: Thursday, March 14th, 2007


Today, at Lafayette we continued to work on Part II problems from the NYS Math A Regents Exam. For the anticipation guide we had the students recall how to set up an equation from the sentences in the word problem. After the girls in our group completed the anticipation guide we handed out to them a problem that was on a previous Math A exam. There were enough of us to be able to work one on one with the girls so we each started talk to them and helping them through the problem. The girl I worked with read the problem and then I asked her if she had any ideas of where to start. She started reading the sentences and then writing out an equation. She set it up correctly but didn’t know to set the equation equal to 90 because she didn’t remember what complementary means. She solved the problem correctly, but I had to remind her to remember what the problem is asking for because it wanted the measure of the larger angle and she left her answer as the measures of the two angles. Overall she did a great job. 
