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Journal - Week 6

Monday, March 12th, 2007


Today, I started by trying to activate the students’ prior knowledge.  Larry had a hard time remembering the less than and greater than signs so I told him the way that I remember it (the less than sign looks like an L).  It seemed to help!  Other than that, he knew all the answers.


I was hard to try to get him to write out exactly what was supposed to be written.  Sometimes he worded it a little different than what the problem was looking for, but he still seemed to have the idea.  There is nothing I would have changed about the way I tutored today.  I didn’t lecture at all, I tried to engage the student actively.  I thought the lesson was good and engaging because there were two parts that were very different, and neither part was overdone.  I didn’t even have to modify them at all when teaching.

Wednesday, March 14th, 2007


I thought today’s lesson plan was a little complicated.  The anticipatory set seemed a little too complex.  I feel like the students had a hard time figuring out exactly what kind of answer we were looking for.  Once they figured it out, I think had a better idea of how to do it.  Abdul had a hard time with it at first; I think he doubts himself sometimes.  


I wasn’t completely prepared with the lesson today as I would have liked to be.  I didn’t like the way one of the problems was worded so I had to change it a little when trying to teach it.  I think things weren’t as clear as I would have liked because I wasn’t as prepared as I should have been.


I connected the material to the students prior knowledge by talking about the variables and what the expressions mean.  I thought I gave some good examples when we were talking about having a pizza worth x dollars and trying to divide it among 3 friends.  I used specific numbers like 3 dollars, 6 dollars, and 30 dollars to try to get him to see how the answer was derived.  It took awhile, but he eventually got it.


The one thing I really liked about the lesson plan is that it including mostly Math A questions, and I think that’s the best thing for students right now.

