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Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Math A review session went okay.  The students showed up rather late than usual, so we did not get to go over as many problems as we would like. 

In Tuesday’s lesson, we taught ratios and proportions.  One of our students came in at her usual time, and we began going over the anticipatory question.  Unfortunately, we did not get much further than this.  She is our only student for about 15 minutes and for some reason, she was stuck on the concept.  We wrote the anticipatory problems on the board and had her tell us what they represented, but she got confused.  Eventually, she recognized the examples to be fractions/ratios.  However, she kept saying “When am I ever going to have to use these?” So, we gave her an example that she might recognize: Deal 1: 12 apples for $2.00 or Deal 2: 1 apple at $.20 each.  At first, she guessed that 12 apples for $2.00 would be a better deal, but could not tell us why.  As we worked the problem out with her, it became clearer.  When the other students arrived, they seemed to pick up the concepts pretty fast and we also did the apple example.  We moved into solving proportions after.  


For Thursday’s lesson, we taught similar triangles.  Our students did not show up until 8:25 this morning, so we did not have much time to go through all of the material.  We went through the anticipatory set, which asked the students to write down six triangles and identify certain angles.  We did not get much farther than this.  It seemed by the time we actually got going, it was time to pick up and leave.  This frustrates me from week to week!  I wish the students would show up on time; this way we would be able to get through more of the lessons! 

In addition to tutoring this morning, I observed Mrs. Reitz’s first period class.  The students were working out of their books, learning about the shortest distances between two points and a line.  Mrs. Reitz would read the problems and the students would have a few minutes to figure them out.  One of the problems was: There are two flowers that are planted near each other.  Where would you place the sprinkler so that each flower would be watered equally?  The students determined that a perpendicular bisector would solve this dilemma.  The students continued to go over more problems like these, and Mrs. Reitz would have them come to the whiteboard to write down some answers.  
