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March 13, 2007


Today at Lafayette High School our group taught the RQWQCQ problem solving strategy as it pertained to solving word problems.  This area in particular appears to be a weakness for the students that we have been working with.  The girls I worked with had difficulty picking out the important information in the problem and therefore could not move forward.  

I explained to the best of my ability anything they did not understand. If the student still did not understand, I would try to explain the problem another way.  The problem here was….when they didn’t get it then, I felt like a bumbling idiot because I did not know how to get them to understand. They generally do not ask questions, and hardly answer when they are asked a question.  This is much more difficult than I had ever imagined. I try to prepare for questions they “might” have but I am taken by surprise when I run out of answers or explanations.

March 15, 2007


Today’s lesson required me to write the anticipatory set on the chalk board.  I wrote in cursive.  I know now that that is taboo.  I never gave it much thought before today, but it may be difficult for students to read cursive writing.  

The lesson itself did not go as smoothly as I had planned.  This lesson was a wrap up of the entire week’s lessons. I discovered today that the Monday - Wednesday group does not see the same groups of students that the Tuesday – Thursday groups do, therefore the fact that one lesson built on the next, was useless. It made teaching the lessons all the more difficult.  When I referenced the previous lessons they had no idea what I was talking about.  If nothing else, I have learned the valuable lesson of improvisation and that the lesson always looks better on paper the first time around.



If I could change anything, it would be to have more explanations, and be better at getting students to speak up when they do not understand.
