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Journal – Week 6, 3/13/07 and 3/15/07 


On Tuesday, I was able to work with a student long enough to explain the RQWQCQ method of problem solving to her and show her how it can help as you see different problems.  We were able to have a short discussion about how the strategy would be helpful since we both felt as though there was a tendency to try to rush through problems instead of taking a moment to read carefully through it and find exactly what is being asked.  After we initially read through the first problem, she was able to immediately guess and answer – which was great!  To show her how it is important to be able to explain the steps that she did in her head on paper, we wrote it out and then rechecked our answer to ensure it was what the question was asking for.  The problem on creating an algebraic equation from words was clearly something she had worked with well before, and using the new RQWQCQ method along with it was a good way to connect the new idea of using the strategy to her prior knowledge.

Thursday, I worked with two students as well as another tutor, which ended up working out really well since we were able to all bring different ideas to the table as to how to solve a problem with complementary angles.  When that term first came up, the girls said they recognized it but did not recall what it meant, thus leading me to decide that my group should work with angles and triangles for our next lesson plan.  I would have liked to have been clearer on setting up the problem, since we went back and forth from starting to use variables to set up the question and drawing a picture.  In the future, I would draw the picture first and then begin using variables to describe what the students were thinking about the relationship between the two angles.  It was great to see the confidence slowly increase in the girls as they needed our help less as the problem went on, and didn’t move when the bell rang because they wanted to finish the problem successfully – and did!
