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On Tuesday, 3/13/07, we taught a lesson on ratios and proportions.  The lesson covered what ratios are and how to identify proportions.  It also taught students how to find a missing part of a proportion.  When teaching this, it did not just tell the students to cross multiply.  Instead the lesson showed students how to solve for the missing part without using this shortcut.  I liked this because, as we discussed in class, many students will cross multiply without knowing why they are doing this.  This lesson allows students to see what they are doing when they cross multiply.  The lesson had many elements that made it engaging for the students and I am not sure how I could have made it more engaging.  

Teaching the lesson was challenging because, as usual, the students came in at different times throughout the lesson.  This made it difficult to teach the lesson the way it was written because we ended up starting the lesson for one student and then starting over when the next student came in.  Because of this, we end up teaching the lesson at different parts which can sometimes get noisy and a little distracting.  It can also result in the students being taught differently and not getting all that they can from the lesson.  Also, many times it prevents us from getting through the entire lesson. In one way, however, it is good because it allows us to individually assess the students and address the things that they are struggling with.  


On Thursday we taught a lesson on similar and congruent triangles.  The lesson began by having students identify six different types of triangles.  They then worked with some of the properties of triangles to refresh their memory, and prepare them for the lesson.  The lesson first introduced the idea of congruent triangles and then had them work some problems with this concept.  The lesson then went into similar figures but unfortunately, because of time constraints, we were not able to get this far.  The lesson was engaging for the students under the conditions taught.  However, I would be curious to see how this lesson would have worked with an entire class.  I think that, knowing the circumstances, we are starting to change our lessons to work better with one or two students and are no longer writing them as if we were teaching an entire class.  

Some of the students arrived at the same time and I was actually able to work with two students at the same time during this lesson.  This helped make the lesson more interactive.  With two students, I was able to have the students help each other and they were able to benefit from each other’s ideas.  It was more fun teaching this way but in some ways it was more challenging.  For example, I could not cater to one student’s individual needs as I have done before, and instead had to find a balance between what the two students knew.  Obviously, these challenges would be amplified when teaching an entire class of students.  
Another thing I encountered, which has happened before, is that the students struggled with the anticipatory set.  This made me wonder if I should have just focused on explaining this content to the students instead of moving forward in the lesson.  I think this can definitely be an issue when teaching an entire class, where you have to decide if it is beneficial to review something and how much time you should spend reviewing it.  Also, you have to determine how many of the students the review will benefit and how many students will be left behind if you don’t.  

