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- Today was probably one of the more frustrating days that I’ve experienced at Lafayette so far.  Not so much in the lesson but in trying to relate the math to real life situations that the kids could understand.  Proportions pop up in a lot of situations like cooking for example.  However, when we tried to show the kids how cooking and proportions were related, all I got was I don’t cook, or someone else will do the cooking.  Then we tried grocery shopping, which worked okay, but at the same time it seemed to me that the kids didn’t care and couldn’t see how they would relate it.  Even after one of the girls figured out the better deal in our mock situation, she commented that 3 cents wasn’t that big of a savings in the end.  It just seems hard to try to convey ideas in this manner when the kids can’t see its usefulness. 


They understand the math but they also have to understand why the math is useful and how to relate it.  I know that I don’t go to a grocery store to figure out proportions but at the same time we all do it when we try to figure out the best deal to save money.  Another problem too is again I made a lesson that was a little too long.  When you want to convey so much in such a little time, it gets hard.  I can’t complain though since the students were responsive and picked up the material based on Monday’s lessons on ratios.  To get them to have the appreciation for math though is going to be tough and in some cases impossible.  I should know since I saw many of my classmates in high school do the same thing.  However it still is a good experience since I will see students with the same attitudes in the future and will need to figure out how to make it more interesting for them.


- Today went better than Tuesday as expected, granted we didn't get any kids until there was about 15 minutes left.  However, we were able to get the kids talking and working through the lesson rather quickly.  I got a few of the girls to tell me why that didn't like math and why they didn't think they were going to use it.  By the end of our little talk, I was able to show them where they could apply the math and even if they weren't ever going to use it again, it was still important to know and understand.  I'm not sure if the message got fully through to all of them but at least I know now why math isn't fun or interesting for them.  I think they might feel that way about a lot of subjects though.  

I thought the lesson was well developed and it tied in what we did on 

Monday and Tuesday with ratio and proportion.  This connection was vital since one cannot understand similar figures without understanding how to get ratios and proportions out of the figures.  However, we weren't able to get as far as we liked as usual because of the time the students show up at.  I think they might start coming earlier now though since we hinted that it might be beneficial if they do so and they even said that it might be helpful if they start coming earlier.  Once we told them what time we get there to help them I think it got through that we were there to help and they should take advantage of it.  

Again I think that our next set of lessons might have to be shortened so that we can get through a whole one.  Maybe 2 smaller topics broken into 4 days would work since that way it won't be trying to teach so much in such a short period of time.  Or at the very least have teach some background material maybe from before Math A and then build on that in connection to a Math A concept.
