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This past week at Lafayette High School I was changed partners in order to teach with a few other students in MED308W, who attend the morning class. My new partners are Jay and Michelle. The lesson we taught on Wednesday involved ratio’s and proportions. When the three of us sat down together, before any of the students in our group came in, we looked over the lesson and thought it may be a bit challenging for the students. We decided to focus on similar polygons and then if they understood the concept of that we would move onto proportions and how to find the missing side of a polygon when there are two given similar polygons with a provided ratio. 

We were only able to work with one student, Abdul. A second student came in late with about only five minutes left so it was hard to start him in on the lesson. To begin with Michelle drew four different boxes on the board and inside each box drew two polygons. In only one of the boxes was a set of similar polygons, triangles. We asked Abdul to identify each set of polygons and tell us why or why not they were similar. He struggled a little bit a first, but for the most part it was evident that he understood the basic concept of similar polygons, “same shape with different sizes.” 


When we began to compare the similar polygons and introduce to him the idea of a proportion he was a little bit lost. After discussing with him over and over again how to set up a proportion to solve for the missing side, using small integer examples first and working up to larger numbers, by the end of the period I felt confident that we had accomplished teaching this boy how to find the length of a missing side of similar polygons. I look forward to working with my new group again next week and the students assigned to us. 
