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Teaching area and perimeter wasn’t very hard because the difference between the two is very simple.  The student had a little trouble with the formulas at first, but then he seemed to understand it.  The hardest part was when we actually started the Math A type problems, and I was trying to help him understand that the length was 2 times the width.  There must be a better was to explain that in terms that the student is able to understand.

The hard thing about teaching the students is that they will say a wrong answer with such confidence, and it really seems like they know what they’re talking about.  They are so quick to respond sometimes.  I think we should make it more clear that they can take their time, and that we aren’t rushing them to answer.  I would rather my student’s take 30 minutes to get one right answer, rather than try to touch on many different topics.


I tried to connect the material to the students’ prior knowledge by having them understand the formulas before we tried to do the Math A problems.  We couldn’t really use the whole lesson plan because the students didn’t come until 8:30, and by then, we only had just enough time to get through the anticipatory set and touch on the first problem.  The anticipatory set took a little longer than necessary because I wanted the student to figure out the formulas; I didn’t want to just tell him the answer.

Wednesday, February 28, 2007


I thought today was fun!  Our student didn’t come until 8:30, so we only had 10 minutes with him, but he actually made progress.  He seemed to be lost at first, but then he really seemed to understand by the time class was over.  


We didn’t follow the lesson plan at all.  He anticipatory set was too much so we made our own.  He drew 4 sets of 2 shapes on the board, one set being similar.  We wanted the student to tell us whether or not each set was similar.  I think this was a good idea because it really activates prior knowledge.  The lesson plan was supposed to be on scale factor, but I think it’s really important to make sure students really understand similar shapes are.


We knew that we wouldn’t be able to cover scale factor at all, which was true.  We were only able to spend time with our anticipatory set.  After we finished it, we added values to the sides of the similar triangles, and he had to fill in the missing side.  He had a lot of trouble with this, but by the end, he seemed to really have the idea.

