Michele Zaninovich







         Journal 3
Lafayette H.S.








        03/01/07


Tuesday’s and Thursday’s Math A review session went pretty well.  I was happy with the turnout and I thought that the lessons were great.  


In Tuesday’s lesson, we taught the “box-method” of multiplying binomials and trinomials.  One of the students remembered learning this method and she did a good job with the review.  However, a couple of the other students needed a little more help with the material.  After we completed the anticipatory set, we introduced a few problems and had the students come to the board to figure them out.  I actually liked teaching like this because the students became actively involved in the lesson, as opposed to just sitting there and watching us.  The “box-method” requires some practice and all of the students seemed to grasp the concept after a couple of tries.  


I wish we could have clarified the fact that we were only simplifying polynomials, not solving for x.  After the FOIL method, you are usually asked to solve for the values of x.  I also wish we asked them a few closure questions about the lesson.  It seems we ran out of time at the end.  It is important that the students know why they are using the “box-method” when multiplying binomials and trinomials.  


Thursday’s lesson did not go as well as Tuesday’s.  I thought the lesson was very informative and also creative.  The students did a good job with trying to construct triangles out of the given ribbons.  They also seemed to grasp Theorem 1 of the lesson.  However, when it came to Theorem 2 (largest side opposite largest angle) we ran into some difficulties.  

As mentioned earlier in class, it is extremely difficult to try and explain something (that you understand in one way) three different ways to someone else.  We found ourselves trying to do that for one of our students this morning.  She was not grasping a concept in Theorem 2, so we had to do a little back tracking.  I guess I have to work on my patience skills because I was starting to lose them quickly.  I hope this eventually became clearer to the student.  Sometimes I think that they say they understand, but really don’t (no matter how much we try and drill them).  


In addition to this morning’s session, I visited Mr. Koestler’s first period algebra class.  Today, the students were working on the FOIL method to solve for values of x.  Mr. Koestler’s students are always actively engaged in his lessons; at least that is what I have seen thus far.  The students usually shout out their answers as they please, which Mr. Koestler doesn’t mind, and for the most part, every student gets involved.  They went over several examples as a class in addition to a few more problems that they were going to see on an upcoming graded assignment.  I walked around the room and observed the class. 

