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Tuesday’s lesson was on ratios.  It was the lesson I wrote and I think it went very well.  I was excited because this was the most students we had.  Throughout these last few weeks I saw getting the students’ attention was hard not to mention having them be completely involved.  I don’t think they expected to get up and measure themselves and use those measurements with ratios.  It was great to see the students get involved.  I have also never used or seen the exit visas before and I was really interested in the comments I would get.  One said that they wish they could learn more about the Golden Ratio and another didn’t know that ratios could be so simple.  I think if I were to do the lesson again I would defiantly add more about the Golden Ratio.  Also today I worked with a student that seemed to breeze through the lesson.  He had a good understanding and could do things that we often find these students have difficulty with.  After discussing this with Dr. Cushman we thought that maybe the issue is test taking skills.  So I am going to try to pay attention to future lessons with this student and see if maybe I can give him some helpful hints in taking the exam.
Thursday’s lesson was supposed to be on the Law of Cosines but after discussing it with Dr. Cushman we came to the realization that the Law of Cosines was not a Math A topic.  I was kind of relieved because I didn’t know exactly how to teach this lesson and I found myself doing a little research on the Law of Cosines.  This did however open my eyes because I realized that I am not going to know everything and that I need to be completely prepared.  It was also a good learning experience because we decided on the spot to change the lesson to Pythagorean theorem.  We had to come up with a lesson in just a few minutes before the students would arrive.  I think what was so disappointing about this lesson was that Pythagorean theorem is such a vast topic that I really wished I had more time to come up with some really great stuff.  I found that the student I was working with knew the Pythagorean theorem but had difficulty applying it.  I think if I had more time I would let the students explore triangles and the squares of the sides so that maybe they could come up with the theorem themselves.
