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This week on Monday I taught a lesson on area and Wednesday was a lesson comparing similar polygons.  Unfortunately I did not get to spend as much time as I would have liked helping the students as they normally show up around 20 minutes before I leave.  This is extremely frustrating because it takes about 10 to 15 minutes to get the students’ warmed up to the material.  By the time students are just starting to apply the concepts and work on their own they leave.  So I was talking with another student in the Tuesday, Thursday block of tutoring and she suggested a bribing system.  Maybe bring them breakfast to encourage them to come to school early or for those that eat breakfast at the school then instead of buying it at the school come and enjoy it for free.  If this doesn’t help then maybe students could bring their breakfast and eat it in the morning while they review.  Even if they only pay attention half the time while they eat that still comes out to me being able to teach twice as long as before.


Alternately another issue with Lafayette is the fact that most students do know their multiplication tables.  I am loosing more student interest because of their frustration with multiplying numbers than for the concepts I’m trying to teach that involved multiplication and division.  This could be solved with having calculators in the classroom I feel like.  So on hopefully by Monday I can find a few spare basic function calculators to help with the lessons.  This will hopefully decrease students’ frustrations and keep them focused and worried at the lesson at hand not the simple operations!  So hopefully next week will be better after a few changes and hopefully students will want to come and be more active.  I find it hard to believe students are more concerned with an extra 25 minutes of eating breakfast in the morning than preparing for an exam that is required for their high school diplomas.  When is breakfast more important than graduating high school?

