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Journal – Week 4, 2/27/07 and 3/1/07


This week was the first week we were able to work with the same core group of students on a regular basis, and it was good to be able to get a feel for what the student’s needs are as well as what I need to improve on as a tutor.  On Tuesday, as I was helping a student recall their prior knowledge about fractions and how to solve them, I noticed I asked a few questions that were poorly worded since they practically gave the answer away.  In the future, I will be write down some questions as I prepare to teach the lesson that I can use instead of making unhelpful ones up on the spot.  Besides the poor questioning, the lesson on ratios and the golden ratio went very well, since the student was actively engaged and was visibly excited to see how close to “perfect” she was as she found her results of the ration of her measurements.  She was so into the lesson, after we found the result of her measurement, she asked me if I knew if I was closer to “perfect” than her and asked if she could measure me without me having to prompt her!  It was a very well-thought lesson that made it easy to engage and involve the students with.

On Thursday I worked on Math A questions regarding distribution one-on-one for a short time with a different student.  He had prior knowledge about the topic and was able to complete the problems mostly on his own, I simply inserted a few tips on things to watch for when taking the exam, and showing him how they might try to trick him.  Since the work seemed easier for him, I asked if there was something that did not come as easy to him, such as a problem with factoring.  He indicated that indeed factoring with variables was more challenging for him, and I previewed a lesson we would do next week involving that topic, encouraging him to come to all of the classes next week since it would lead up to that.  For next time, I would bring a bigger range of problems to do with the students so that I could challenge them in addition to having them practice topics they already feel a certain degree of comfort with.
