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Tuesday, February 27, 2007: 


Today the lesson was, “Multiplying Binomials and Trinomials Using the Box Method”. I only was able to teach one student today. We went through the first part of the anticipatory set where the student does the following problem, (4+2)(4+6). The student wanted to multiply first, but I asked the question, “What is the order of operations?” At that point he realized that addition had to be done first then multiplication. Then I had the student draw in the two-by-two box and write the above problem above or beside the correct boxes to solve the problem the “long way”. The student realized the idea behind the box method using the above problem and the above problem with x substituted in for the 4. So, from there we went on to the next few examples. When the student had mastered those examples we moved on to using the box method with a binomial and trinomial. I asked him if the student could tell me what the bi- and tri- of binomial and trinomial means. The student used an out of the ordinary way to decifer the two, but workable. The student explained that bi- like bisexual is two different ways or two things. While tri- is as in tricycle, with three wheels or three things. Well whatever works for the student to remember. From there we were able to finish the trinomials and the student took the reminder worksheet. This lesson was more simplistic and ended up taking just enough time to work through.

Thursday, March 1, 2007: 

This lesson was on, “Inequalities in a Triangle”. Due to the fact that most of the students did not come to the class till there was only 15-20 minutes left, we were not able to go through a greater part of the lesson. Another teacher and I worked with one student today. We gave the student the pre-measured and pre-cut ribbons and had the student try to make triangles with them. After a few minutes and a few tries, the student noticed that you could not make a triangle with the first set of ribbons. The student was then given the second set of ribbons and was quickly able to make a triangle. The other teacher asked, “Now if you look at the measures of the ribbons in the first group as compared to the measures of the ribbons in the second group, what do you notice?” The student looked to both sets and thought for a minute. Then the student said that the lengths of the first set of ribbons, the smaller two, were just too short. But the ribbons in the second group were all about the same size. I then explained that he was right and explained more the Theorem for triangle inequalities. The student read the Theorem, then the student proceeded to work through the examples. We were only able to get up to Example 1 in the worksheets before it was time to finish up. The lesson was good, but there just wasn’t enough time with the students to go through more of it.
