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On Tuesday we taught a lesson about multiplying binomials and trinomials.  Because of the different times the students arrived, each of the three people in my group worked with a different student.  The student that I worked with came in the latest so I had a limited amount of time to teach the lesson.  The lesson was very engaging and, under the circumstances, there was not much that could be done to make it more engaging.  

When working with the student (who appeared to be an ESL student) I had some difficulty teaching the lesson.  This was because the student was not able to do the simple operations required to complete the box method for multiplying binomials.  Things like x times x or x times 2x were beyond the knowledge of this student and I did have some difficulty making these things clear.  I don’t think that the lesson was to be blamed for these things not being clear, it just assumed the student would have this knowledge.  I believe the lesson tried to connect to the student’s prior knowledge and I did as well, but that prior knowledge was not able to be accessed or did not exist.  Because of this I definitely had to alter the lesson to accommodate this student.  I tried to do a review of the material he was struggling with but, because I was eager to teach the material covered in the lesson, I rushed through this.  In hindsight, I wonder if I should have abandoned the lesson and just worked with the student on the more basic concepts that he was lacking.  

On Thursday we taught a lesson about triangle inequalities.  The lesson did a great job of engaging the students by having them work with different sized pieces of ribbons to try to create triangles.  I think this was a great way for the students to discover the theory we were trying to teach and it also did a good job of activating their prior knowledge.  The only way I think the lesson could have been improved would have been to start with some easier questions.  I felt like the first question on the worksheet was pretty involved and it might have been better to start with some easier problems first.

The students showed up very late so the modifications to the lesson that took place were to try to make it shorter to fit into the allotted time.  I think because of this I tried to rush through the lesson to cover the important content that it contained.  I think by doing this I made things less clear for the student and could have made things more clear by just focusing on what I had time to do and teaching this well instead of trying to cram everything in.    
