Doug DeCook

Journal week 4

Mon 26:  In today’s lesson of perimeter and area we looked to review some basic area and perimeter formulas and then came up with the right formula for a given shape.  Our group didn’t make it past the anticipatory set.  Our kids had a hard time remembering which formula goes with what geometric shape.  Also there was some confusion when different symbols were used in the area formula but different ones were used to find perimeter.  I as a teacher came across a problem in that my explanations to the student’s on which formula is right and how it is derived was to complex for the students.  When I asked professor Cushman at the end of the class how to explain the area of a trapezoid, she said it would just have to be a memorization.  I was thinking more along the lines of the proof by adding up the area of the parts of a trapezoid.  This lesson took a lot of direct teaching in that the students to be walked through each figure and which formula went with each figure for perimeter and area.

Wed 28:  Today the lesson being taught was parallel lines.  We started with the anticipatory set of having students come up to the board and examine two lines with the use of a ruler.  It was interesting to see the students go about the task.  Then our group needed to go over some review on the properties of parallel lines being cut buys a transversal.  At this point I knew I had to stop where I was in the lesson and review the properties quickly other wise the students wouldn’t be able to answer the questions that were going to be asked of them.  After going over vertical angles and how many degrees are in a straight line.  Then the students with some direct orientation and help from their peers, they came to the board and set up proper equations and then solved the equation for “x” and then plug this value back into their equation to get back an angle measurment.

