Brian A. Whipple







MED 300

Journal for Week 4






          Due 3/1/07


As this was the first week that I presented a lesson that I made, I was able to get a better grasp on what type of activities work well with students.  The lesson that I was responsible for on Tuesday in my group was the lesson on multiplying binomials and trinomials.  Originally, I was going to teach them the mnemonic “FOIL”.  Now I can see how students could be confused with certain mnemonics because they have no understanding as to why they use it.  Using the box method or a similar method is a good way for students to understand the distributive property while factoring out polynomials.  I believe that having the students work the problems on the board was better than having them sit there and listen to us or do some problems on paper in front of them.  Overall, the students we worked with were receptive to this idea.

For Thursday’s lesson, we worked with triangle measurements.  I believe that the anticipatory set with the pre-cut pieces of ribbon was a good way to get the student’s attention.  With a good anticipatory set, the rest of the lesson was able to go fairly smoothly.  I have noticed that when I am teaching, I like to make analogies or comparisons.  This allows the student to think about a problem in another way that may be less confusing.  I mentioned the “pac-man” analogy when mentioning that the longest side of a triangle is opposite the largest angle.  Perhaps when I make future comparisons, I will think of something more current.  I will have to stay informed as to the latest fads and trends.


Now that we have regular students that we work with, I believe that it makes it easier for us to teach a lesson.  We have a general idea as to the students’ strengths and weaknesses.  We know what kind of an attitude they usually have.  While these factors do not affect the quality of instruction that we give them, it allows us to be ready for possible “hiccups” in the lesson.
