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- Before my time at Lafayette this week, I spent a considerable amount of time at Lackawanna High School in order to make up observation time.  I spent a total of 4 hours so far by observing two different math teachers and their respective classes.  Overall I observed, one Math B, two Math A, and an Applied Math class which was sort of an equivalent to Math A but not exactly.  


Compared to Lafayette, the experience is definitely different especially between the two teachers.  For the Math B class, the class seemed very organized and willing to learn.  They were very interactive with the teacher, Mr. Opalinski, and responded positively to questions asked.  As I was told earlier, these were the students that had done well on the Math A and were first year students for Math B.  By their actions and attitudes, I guess I could classify them as the “good” group.  They actually seemed to care about their math education and were trying to prepare for the next regents exam that they would have to take.  This class experience was definitely refreshing to see, since there are always groups of students who really don’t care about math and will do whatever it takes to just pass.  This group however actually wanted to learn and cared about what they were learning.  Classes like this one seem to put more emphasis on group work and interaction in their lessons and show the positive role of adding these into one’s lesson plan.


For the other two Math A classes, and the Applied Math class, these students too seemed willing to learn however, they didn’t seem as focused.  However, when I observed them they were doing a math version of Jeopardy to review their current topic, ratio and proportion.  I found the game very interesting since the teacher, Mr. Kochan, integrated many interesting questions that showed application of the material.  Of course there were just the basic questions such as reduce this ratio to simplest form and what not but then there were questions that involved relations of speeding to how quick one would achieve a certain distance, traveling and measuring distance on a map, and shopping in terms of percentages off and current prices.  I thought that the integration of a fun lesson like this made the subject material interesting to learn and it showed them practical applications of the material to real life.  The game was played for extra credit which sort of forced all students to participate, but it also forced them to apply the knowledge that they had learned as well as review for similar questions on future exams.  


It was definitely interesting to see different groups of students and how they approached the game.  Some groups would actually try to work out and solve the problem, others would try to do it in their heads as quickly as possible to win points, one student actually went as a “solo team” and actually did quite well because he would work out the problems and quickly show them to the teacher before anyone else.  The whole concept behind a type of review like this was definitely one that I may use in the future as part of a lesson plan because not only does it keep the material interesting but it is a fun way of review that the kids will definitely remember.


The overall experience so far at Lackawanna has been a positive one.  The teachers are very friendly and get along well with the students, which seems to enhance the learning environment.  The different approaches taken by the teachers also are interesting to see especially in how the kids learn and react.  Compared to Lafayette, it is interesting to see teaching occurring over actually being the one instructing.  I will be able to use this experience to help build on my own style of instruction and use some of the ideas I’ve seen with my own.


Overall there is nothing that surprised me more than seeing students who seemed ready to learn and wanted to learn.  If I can continue to see more students like this throughout my experiences, it will make the overall experience as a teacher worthwhile.  It was also interesting to see all of the classes I observed using TI-84 calculators and rather proficiently.  These uses of technology in the class just show how the NCTM standards are being put into place.  

- Today went rather well, the turnout is getting better as the weeks progress.  The lesson was also well developed by Brian since I think he kept in mind the fact that time is usually an issue.  We were able to cover the main topic as well as some review for all of the students in the time that we had.  What struck me was that the first girl that we had told us that she hadn't done math in about 2 years and that she didn't know what she was doing.  However, by the end of the lesson things were coming to her like second nature.  A few concepts she was a little shaky on but for the most part she was able to pick up the main ideas pretty fast.  The fact that she was solving the problems with little assistance and she was getting them correct seemed to boost her overall confidence, which was good to see.

Another girl in the group already knew a majority of what we showed her but that was good because she helped us by assisting another student who couldn't quite figure out some of the multiplication involved, i.e. x * x = x2.  Sometimes it takes another student’s explanation in order for things to click especially in math.  I think that this experience was one of the best ones so far.  Everything seemed well structured and everything went as planned.  I feel that the students got a good deal of information by coming and participating today.  Also we didn’t run out of time as we usually do.  I feel that the way Brian structured his lesson plan after seeing the first couple sessions is the way to go in terms of length and what key ideas to convey.

- I think today like Tuesday again went rather well. However, I almost started out with the wrong lesson plan since I somehow managed to print the other group’s lesson on the law of cosines.  Again we were able to get through a good deal of the information and most of the worksheet problems for at least 2 of the girls in our group.  Sometimes I question the placement of some of these students because they seem to know a great deal of information based on what we are reviewing.  One girl, Leeann I believe, always has some prior knowledge and once we start going through the material she just seems to fly through it.  It is encouraging to see this but then at the same time what kind of lesson can we make where we actually cover relevant material that she may be having trouble with.  I think we may have to ask the students next time what they would like to go over and then build a lesson off of that since ideas will eventually run thin.

The experience has also been helpful since I am being forced to find multiple ways of explaining different ideas and forcing prior knowledge out of the students that they haven’t used in a while.  I am beginning to check myself as well since I am trying to cut down on the number of questions where I use right? or do you understand?  That in itself is very hard since it has become so natural to do so but in the end it has no real effect on whether they understand it or not.  The participation of the students has also been nice to see, since they are very active and want to work on the problems themselves to try and find a solution on the white board.  Overall I would say that things are going well and hopefully they will continue to do so.

