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Thursday’s Math A review session went fairly well.  It seemed by the time we actually had a student come sit down, we only had ten minutes or so to review.  


We did not get too far into the lesson because of the time constraints and also how well the students remembered the material.  We spent most of the time clarifying what components made up a right triangle, i.e., the right angle, the legs and hypotenuse.  Then we moved into the Pythagorean Theorem, which a couple of the students previously recalled.  We briefly touched on SOCAHTOA and how to solve for each, but it seemed that the students were a little confused, so we stuck with the Pythagorean Theorem and did a couple of problems.  As mentioned before, we were very rushed, so we could not go further in the lesson.  Had we had more time, we would have concentrated more on the trig functions.


I actually like how we are split up into groups now and have access to white boards and whatnot.  The new, smaller groups are better for one-on-one tutoring, which is great for all students because each student has a different level of learning.  I also like doing problems on the boards because students can work through the problem with us.  

If we were guaranteed more students, who showed up on time, it would be fun to conduct some sort of group activity, just to get them actively engaged.  I guess I am very disappointed with the turnout of students.  We are offering a free tutoring session, basically, yet they can not even show to help themselves.  I guess we can only concentrate on those who do show and help them to the best of our abilities.  

 
In addition to our lessons this morning, I also observed Mr. Koestler’s algebra class.  That morning, Mr. Koestler went over scientific notation and several helpful hints for simplifying these problems.  He passed out a worksheet that they worked on as a class.  Mr. Koestler gave the students three problems to work on and then he would ask them for their answers so they could go over the problems.  At the end of the class, Mr. Koestler had a review worksheet for the students’ upcoming quiz on the new material.  I walked around the room and helped the students as they worked on the in-class problems.  
